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be remembered, was the Roman governor in St.
Paul's time, and was the first bishop* Only the
chancel remains of the old building, the remainder
having been destroyed in an earthquake*
The interior is indeed splendid, and has nothing
of the cold bareness of our cathedrals* Here are
rich and sombre decorations, fine paintings and
lovely marbles, and an air of sumptuous but quiet
restfulness* It was here that the militant old
bishop snatched up his naughty canons and had
them tied to horses* tails* This is the story:
The Bishop of Malta, Bishop Gargallo, who
lived in the old city of Notabile, was a fierce and
imperious gentleman* When he was ordered by the
Pope to pay a large sum each year from his revenue
into the treasury of the Inquisitor he blew up* With
quite unbishop-like language he refused to do as
he was ordered* The Pope promptly smacked this
child of the Church by deposing him and putting
a dean in his office as Bishop of Malta*
When the news reached Bishop Gargallo he
rose up and went in search of that dean* He failed
to find him, but what he did discover was a repre-
sentative of the Inquisitor (the Pope's ambassador)
standing on the steps of the altar in the cathedral,
about to read the Pope's order for his (the Bishop's)
deposition* Gargallo set upon that person, and had
him beaten and driven from the building*